M E R 

Me'nsural. ad)\ [from mcnfura, Latin.] Relating to mea- 
r ** J fr ° m ™ c,: f ura > L at>n.] To meafure; 

to take the dimension of any thing. 

M dee of A F1 r N .' n ' f ' Lat.] The aft or prac¬ 
tice of measuring j relult.of meafuring. V 

Alter giving the mcnfuration and argumentation of Dr. Cum¬ 
berland, it would not have been fair to have fuppreffed thofe 
^ er FeJate. ArbutLt on Coins. 

M ' • ‘‘‘I' [ ,n f n \ de ' Frcnch ’ mentis, Lat.] Intellectual ; 

exilting in the mind. J 1 

. VVhat a mental power 

T his eye (hoots forth ? How big imagination 
jjuoves in this lip ? To the dumbnefs of the gefture 
One might interpret. Shakefp. Ttmon of Athens. 

bo deep the pow’r of thefc ingredients pierc’d, 

Ev’ri to the inmoft feat of menial fight, 

That Adam now enforc’d to clofe his eyes, 

Sunk down, and all his fpirits became entranc’d. Milton. 
The metaphor of tafte would not have been fo gene¬ 
ral, had there not been a very great conformity between the 
mental tafte and that fenfitive tafte that affects the palate. 

Addifon’s Sped}. N°. 409. 
If the ideas be not innate, there was a time when the 
mmd was without thofe principles; for where the ideas are 
not, there can be no knowledge, no affent, no mental or ver¬ 
bal propofitions about them. Locke. 

She kindly talk'd, at leaft three hours. 

Of plaftick forms, and mental pow'rs. Prior. 

Thofe inward representations of fpirit, thought, love, and 
hatred, are pure and menial ideas, belonging efpecialiy to 
the mind, and carry nothing of fhape or l'enfe in them. 

TVatts's Logick. 

M e'nTALLY, adv. [from mental .] Intellectually; in the mind ; 
not pradlically, but in thought or meditation. 

If we confder the heart the firft principle of life, and 
mentally divide it into its conftituent parts, we find nothing 
but what is in any nmfclc of the body. Bentley. 

M: 'n’tion. n.f [ mention , Fr. mentio , Latin.] Oral or writ¬ 
ten expreffion, or recital of any thing. 

Think on me when it fhall be well with thee ; and make 
mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this houfe. 

Gen. 3d,, 14. 

The Almighty introduces the propofal of his laws rather 
with the mention of fome particular ads of kindnefs, than by 
reminding mankind of his feverity. Rogers’s Sermons. 

To Me'ntion. v. a. [mentionner, Fr. from the noun.] To 
write or exprels in words or writing. 

I will mention the loving-kindnelfes of the Lord, and the 
praifes of the Lord. IJa. lxiii. 7. 

Thefe mentioned by their names were princes in their fami¬ 
lies. 1 Chron. iv. 38. 

The reft of the adts of Jchofhaphat are written in the book 
of Jehu, who is mentioned in the book of Kings. 2 Chron. 
All his tranfgrcfiions fhall not be mentioned. Ezek. xviii. 

Mepki'ticai.. aaj. [mephitis, Lat.] Ill favoured; ftinking. 
Mephitical exhalations are poilbnous or noxious fleams 
ifiuing out of the earth, from what caufe foever. Sjhtincy. 

Mera'cTous. adj. [meracus, Latin.] Strong; racy. 

Mk'rcable. adj. [mercor, Lat ] To be fold or bought. Die}. 

Me rca'ntant. n.f. [mercatante, Ital.] This word in Shake- 
fpeare feems to fignify a foreigner, or foreign trader. 

What is he? 

— A mercantant, or elfe a pedant. 

I know not what but formal in apparel. Shakefpeare. 

Mercantile, adj. Trading; commercial. 

The expedition of the Argonauts was partly mercantile , 
partly military. Arbuthnot on Loins. 

Let him travel and fulfil the duties of the military or mer¬ 
cantile life; let profperous or adverfe fortune call him to the 
mo (l diftant parts of the globe, ftill’ let him carry on his 
knowledge, and the improvement of his foul. IVatts. 

Mi/rcat.%. f. [mercalus, Latin.] Market; trade. 

With irreiiftible majefty and authority our Saviour removed 
the exchange, and drove the mcrcat out of the temple. Sprat. 

Me'RCATURE. n.f. [mercatura, Latin.] The pradicc of buy¬ 
ing and felling. 

Me'rcenariness. n.f. [from mercenary.] Venality; refpedt 
to hire or reward. 

To forego the pleafures of fenfe, and undergo the hard- 
fnips that attend a holy life, is fuch a kind of mercenarmefs, 
as none but a refigned, believing ibul is likely to be guilty of; 
if fear Ufclf, and even the fear of hell, may be one juftihable 
motive of mens actions. -T\r 

MERCENARY, adj. [merccnaire, Fr. mercenaries, Lat.] Ve¬ 
nal ; hired ; fold for money; acting only for hire. 

Many of our princes, woe the while ! 

Lie drown’d, and foked in mercenary blood. Shakefpeare. 
Divers Almains, wbo ferved in the gari fob's j being merely 
mercenary , did cafily incline to the ftrongeft. Haywood. 

The appellation of fervant imports a mercehafj temper, and 
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denotes fuch an one as makes his reward both the r„l. . 
and meafure of his obedience. 0" 1, e motlve 

T A^ WaS a 0tf ° rn0thin § 1 the refign’dt '* * rmtt ' 
I itill mutt own a mercenary mind. Drvden’s A, 
Mercenary, n.f [merccnaire, Fr.l A hireling f ^ 
ed or fervino- for nnv ■* S-> 0II <-' retaih- 


1 or ferving for pay. 

He a poor mercenary ferves for bread - 

MF'RCER hiS tT 1, ° nly S° £h ’ d and fcd -’ M* Paratb 

Th n ' f ' l’r XUr ' Frcnch -J One who fells fife P 
I he draper and mercer may meafure religion as thr,, 1 r 
and the weaver may call her upon what loom he 

Me-acrav [„ ra „V, Fr. from™] 
cers; dealing in filks. J IdUe ot .»*- 

g0, If from out of Lombard-ftreet and 
Cheapfidc into Paternofter-row and Fleet-ftreet. GralJ 

T trafficlc. CHAND ‘ ***' t marchanier > Fl 'eaich.J To tranlkct by 

I erdinando merehanded with France for the reftoring R ou f 
liglion and Perpignan, oppignorated to them. »' 

Merchandise. ?i. f [marebandiji, French.J 
1 • Traffick ; commerce; trade. 

• r If f a fon ? l! J at '? fen [.by his father about merchandife, fall 
into fome cud ration his wickednefs, by your rule, fhould 
be impofed upon h.s father. Shakefp. HenryV 

If he pay thee to the utmoft farthing, thou haft forgiven 
nothing : it is merchandife, and not forgivenefs, to reftore him 
that does as much as you can require. Taylor 

2. Wares ; any thing to he bought or fold. 

Fair when her bread, like a rich laden hark 
With precious merchandife, fhc forth doth lav. Shenfer 
Thou fhalt not fell her at all for money; thou fhall not 
make merchandife of her. Dent, xxi u 

As for any merchandife you have brought, ye fhall iiave 
your return in merchandife or in gold. jy acm 

So adive a people will always have money, whilft they can 
fend what merebandfes they pleale to Mexico. A,Won 

To Merchandise, v.n. To trade; totraffick; to exe/cife 
commerce. 

The Phoenicians, of whofe exceeding merchandifntg we 
read fo much in ancient hiftorics, were Canaanites, whofe 
% very name fignifies merchants. Brcrewood on Languages. 
Me'rchamt. n. f [marchand, French.] One who traflicG to 
remote countries. 

France hath flaw’d the league, and hath attach’d 
Our merchants goods at Bourdeaux. Sbakejp. Henry VIII. 
The Lord hath given a commandment againft the merchant 
city to deftroy the ftrong holds thereof. Ifa. xxiii. 11. 

The moft celebrated merchants in the world were fituated 
in the ifland of Tyre. Addifon’s Freeholder, N°. 42. 

Me'rchantly. ? adj. [from merchant.] Like a merchant. 
Me'rchantlike. J Ainf. 

Merchant-man. n. f. [merchant and man. ] A fliip of trade. 
Pirates have fair winds and a calm lea, when the juft and 
peaceful merchant-man hath them. Taylor. 

In the time of Auguftus and Tiberius, the fouthern coafts 
of Spain fent great fleets of merchant-men to Italy. Arbuthnot. 
Merchantable, adj. [mereabilis, Lat. from merchant.] Fit 
to be bought or fold. 

Why they placed this invention in the beaver, befide the 
medical and merchantable commodity of caftor, or parts con¬ 
ceived to be bitten away, might be the fagacity of that ani¬ 
mal. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iii. 

Ml'RCIABLE. adj. [from mercy.] This word in Spenfer fignifies 
merciful. 

Nought but well mought him betight: 

He is fo meek, wife, merciable. 

And with his word his work is convenable. Spenfer’s Pofl. 
Me'rciful. adj. [n/crcy and full.] Companionate; tender; 
kind; unwilling to punifh ; willing to pity and (pare. 

Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people thou haft redeemed. 

Dcut. xxi. 8. 

Me'rcifully. adv. [from merciful.] Tenderly; mildly; witH 
pity; with compaifion. 

Make the true ufe of thofe affliiSlions which his hand, nur- 
cifully fevere, hath been pleaied to lay upon thee. AtUrbtny. 
Me'rcifulness..*./. [from merciful.] Tendernefs; willing- 
nefs to fpare. 

The bancj that ought to knit all thefe excellencies together 
is a kind nwciftllnefs to fuch a one, as is in his foul devote 
to fuch perfections. . 

Ufe the means ordinary and lawful, among which meni- 
fulnefs and liberality is one, to which the promife 
wealth is moft frequently made. . "i 

Me'rciless. adj. [from mercy.] Void of mercy; pirns**} 31 
hearted; cruel; fevere. 

His mother mercilefs, 

Moft mcrcilcfs of women Wyden bight. 

Her other fon faft fleeping did opprelr. 

And with moft cruel hand him murdered pitiicis. 

The foe is mercilefs, and will not pity. 


Denham. 
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Think not their rage fo defperate t’ effay 
An element more mercilefs than they. 

What God fo mean. 

So mercilefs a tyrant to obey ! Dry den’s Juvenal. 

Whatever ravages a mercilefs diftemper may commit, Ihe 
fhall have one man as much her admirer as ever. Pope. 
The torrent mercilefs imbibes 

Commiflions, perquifites, and bribes. Swift. 

Merci'lessly. adv. [from mercilefs.] In a manner void of 

Mk'RCILESsness. n.p [from mercilefs.'] Want of pity. 

Me'rcukial. adj. [mercurialis, Lat.] 

1. Formed under the influence of mercury; aflive; fprightly. 

I know the fhape of’s leg : This is his hand. 

His foot mercurial, his martial thigh. 

The brawns of Hercules. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

This youth was fuch a mercurial, as could make his own 
part, if at any time he chanced to be out. Bacon’s Hen. VII. 

Tully confidered the difpoficions of a fincere, more igno¬ 
rant, and lefs mercurial nation, by dwelling on the patlietick 
part. Swift’s Mifcel. 

2. Confifting of quickfilver. 

Mercurifica'tion. adj. [from mercury.] The a£t of mixing 
any thing with quickfilver. 

I add the ways of mercurification. Boyle. 

ME'RCURY. n.f. [triercurius, Latin.] 

1. The chemift’s name for quickfilver is mercury. Hill. 

The gall of animals and mercury kill worms ; and the 
water in which mercury is boiled has this effeff. Arbuthnot. 

2. Sprightly qualities. 

Thus the mercury of man is fix’d. 

Strong grows the virtue with his nature mix’d ; 

The drofs cements what elfe were too refin’d. 

And in one int’reft body ails with mind. Pope. 

3. A news-paper. Ainf. 

4. It is now applied, in cant phrafe, to the carriers of news 
and pamphlets. 

Me'rcury. n.f. [mercurialise Latin.] A plant. 

The leaves of the mercury are crenated, and grow by pairs 
oppofite : the cup of the flower confifts of one leaf, which 
expands and is cut into three fegments; thefe are male and 
female in different places : the flowers of the male grow in 
long fpikes, and confift of many ftamina and apices, which 
are loaded with farina : the ovary of the female plant be¬ 
comes a tefticulated fruit, having a Angle round feed in each 

ccl iv , . Miller. 

Herb mercury is of an emollient nature, and is eaten in 
the manner of fpinach, which, when cultivated in a o- ar den 
eXC , els ; . ^ Hill’S Mat Med. 

Lath] French ’ contra£led froi n mifericordia , 

I. Tendernefs; goodnefs; pity; willingnefs to fave; clemency 
mildnefs; unwillingnefs to punifli. 1 ’ 

Oh heav’n have mercy on me ! 

—I fay, amen. 

And have you mercy too ? Shakefpeare. 

Mercy is not ftrain’d ; 

It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heav’n. 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blefs’d ; 

It blefleth him that gives and him that takes. Shake ft 

Anfc, and have mercy upon Zion. P f aL cii 

O,o2„°g’,° ’ ms ' “ i0us ’ »4 

Examples of juftice mud be made for terror to Ionic ^'cx- 
comfor, w 

Grad hrav-n, whofe duling attribute wc S ’ ' 

is bound efs grace, and mercy to mankind, 

n nnnr' fhn 


Abhors the cruel. n , 

us^^trerofthTt'nT^ t0Wards US ’ that 

2. Pardon * CrCat '° n - Bent ^ Sermons. 

a rr ,, ’Twere a paper loft, 

As offer d mercy is. o r. , „ , 

y n . Shakefpeare’s Cymbeline. 

n -, , '“ty mercy lords, 

I hat you have ta en a tardy fluggard here tU a 

3 - Dilbretion ; power of aifting at pleafufe? ' ^ ^ 
,,,, , Condition! 

VVhat good condition can a treaty find 

of fo Cmalanus. 

from the nex t moment, at his Lrey t0 ^ Crud ’ *> 
M £R cy seat . f [meny and j Swift. 

nJt - mer J.i eat ^ the covering of the ark nf 

nant > m which the tahU ? arlc ot the cove- 
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wards, Teemed to form a throne for the majefty of Gocf, who 
in feripture is reprefemed as fitting between the cherubims, 
and the ark was his footftool: it was from hence that God 
gave his oracles to Mofes, or to the high-prieft that confult- 
ed him. Cabnet. 

Make a mercy-feat of pure gold. Exod. xxv. ij * 

Mere. adj. [merus, Latin.] That or tills only ; fuch and no^ 
thing elfe; this only. 

This avarice 

Strikes deeper, grows with more pernicious root 
Than Summer-teeming luft; and it hath been 
The fword of our flain kings ; yet do not fear, 

Scotland hath foifons to fill up your will 
Of your mere own. Shakefpeare’s Alacbeth< 

I have engag’d myfelf to a dear friend, 

Engag’d my friend to his mere enemy, 

To feed my means. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

The mere Iri/h were not admitted to the benefit of the 
laws of England, until they had purchafed charters of deni-* 
zation. Davies on Ireland. 

From mere fuccefs nothing can be concluded in favour of 
any nation upon whom it is bellowed. A Her bury. 

What if the head, the eye, or ear repin’d, 

To fe;vc mere engines to the ruling mind. Pope. 

Let Eaftern tyrants from the light of heav’n 
Seclude their bofom Haves, meanly poflefs’d 
Of ,a mere, lifclefs, violated form. Thomfon’s Spring. 

•Mere or mer, whether in the beginning, middle, or end, al¬ 
ways fignify the fame with the Saxon mej-.e, a pool or lake. 

Gibjon’s Camden. 

Mere. n.f. [mepe, Saxon.] 

1. A pool; commonly a large pool or lake: as, IVinaridcr 
triere. 

I may fay nothing of meres ftored both with fifli and fowl. 

Camden’s Remains. 

2. A boundary. 

The miflayer of a mere-done is to blame: but it is the 
unjuft judge that is the capital remover of land-marks, who 
defineth ami is of lands. Bacon. 

Me'rely. adv. [from mere.] Simply ; only ; thus and no other 
way ; for this and for no other end or purpofe. 

, Which thing we ourfelves would grant, if the ufe thereof 
had been merely and only myftical. Hooker b. v. 

Thefe external manners of laments 
Are merely fhadows to the unfeen grief. 

That fwells with filence in the tortur’d foul. Shakefp 
It is below rcafonable creatures to be converfant in fuch 
diverfions as are merely innocent, and have nothing elfe to 
recommend them. Addifon’s Spefit N nv 

Above a thoufand bought his almanack merely to find what 
he laid againft me. 

Prize not your life for other ends J 

» ™ an mcrd y t0 obli S e friends. Swift 

M m E W S -. Lajfj 

Whordh; luch asispradifed by proftitutes; alluring by faife 

Our degenerate underftandings having fuiFered a fad divorce 
from their deareftebjea, defile themfelves with ever y mere, 
tnaous femblance, that the variety of opinion prefente them 

Not by a ffeaed, meretricious arts, GlmviU “ Seep. 

But ftna harmonious lymmetry of parts. Rofcommon 
Meretri ciously, adv. [from meretricious.] Whoriihlv ■ 
alter the manner of whores. J y * 

J fn ” F«lfe a.tee- 

French; 

*• It'r draw " from Nor,1 ‘ “ Gich she Sun alffc 


Digger than when on the nicrid'um. 

3. The particular place or ftate of any thing. 

Th h l° f > littk ‘ Ufe t0 a ‘ e P aratc foul. ° ‘ the/ 3re fuc £ . as 
4 - I he h.gheft point of glory or power. J3dtm 

A Ve touch (1 the hi^heft nnin#- 11 

And f rom that m ^ greatnefs. 

You,- full majtily „ „» ce breats fjf'Ji- Wnr, Vm. 
In the meridian ot your reign. 

Meri'dian. adj. S 

1. At the point of noon. 


Waller. 


trlTS Ed «>. fhich „„„ in Ws view 
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Sometimes 
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